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The Editor's Page 

The m a t e r i a l p r e s e n t e d in th i s i s s u e of the "Ohio A r c h a e o l o g i s t " shou ld 
p r o v e useful to a l l of ou r m e m b e r s . Each of us has h a d o c c a s i o n to consu l t 
o t h e r pub l i ca t ions f r o m di f ferent a r e a s when a t t e m p t i n g iden t i f i ca t ion . Often 
w e ' v e been d i sappo in t ed b e c a u s e of u n f a m i l i a r c u l t u r a l a s s o c i a t i o n s o r type 
n a m e s . S o m e t i m e s even the Tab le of Conten t s h a s been of no he lp b e c a u s e 
m a n y types of flint a r t i f a c t s c a r r i e d the o w n e r s ' n a m e s for iden t i f i ca t ion 
r a t h e r than the d e s c r i p t i v e n a m e s o r c u l t u r a l af f i l ia t ion. When th i s o c c u r s , 
t he e n t i r e con ten ts of an i s s u e m u s t be looked o v e r and each i l l u s t r a t i o n s c r u ­
t i n i z e d . O c c a s i o n a l l y the d e s c r i p t i v e m a t e r i a l s t i l l i s n ' t suff ic ient to ident i fy 
the a r t i f a c t in ques t ion . 

R o b e r t C o n v e r s e , t he a u t h o r of "Ohio F l i n t T y p e s " h a s m a d e a d i s t i n c t ef­
fo r t to avoid any a m b i g u i t y in the u s e of t e r m s . Excep t for t h o s e few p r o p e r 
n a m e s tha t have b e c o m e e n t r e n c h e d th roughou t the l i t e r a t u r e , the n a m e s l i s t e d 
a r e d e s c r i p t i v e t e r m s . A quick check of an a r t i f a c t in ques t i on wil l i n d i c a t e 
in to which c a t e g o r y i t wi l l fit be s t , w h e t h e r i t be " s t e m m e d l a n c e o l a t e , " " b e v ­
e led , " " P e n t a g o n a l , " o r one of s e v e r a l o t h e r t y p e s . In addi t ion e a c h point i s 
c l a s s e d in t he p r o b a b l y m a j o r c u l t u r a l p e r i o d . 

At i r r e g u l a r i n t e r v a l s , t ypes have been d e s c r i b e d in the "Ohio A r c h a e o l o ­
g i s t " in the p a s t . Th i s p r a c t i c e wil l be con t inued in the f u t u r e . H o w e v e r , 
t h e s e pho tog raph i c i l l u s t r a t i o n s a r e of fe red f r o m t i m e to t i m e as t hey b e c o m e 
a v a i l a b l e and so a r e s c a t t e r e d t h r o u g h s e v e r a l back i s s u e s . As a c o m p l e t e 
r e f e r e n c e work , t h e s e f o r m e r i s s u e s a r e difficult to u s e . Some of o u r m o r e 
r e c e n t m e m b e r s m a y not have t h e m at a l l . 

The A r c h a e o l o g i c a l Soc ie ty of Ohio i s p l e a s e d to pub l i sh th is "Ohio F l i n t 
T y p e s " i s s u e . M r . C o n v e r s e h a s p r e s e n t e d u p - t o - d a t e i n f o r m a t i o n on the 
v a r i o u s types and in each c a s e , c i t e s h i s r e f e r e n c e s o u r c e s . His i l l u s t r a ­
t i o n s , d r a w n f r o m Ohio s p e c i m e n s , a r e e x c e l l e n t in t h e i r own r igh t and a r e 
i n t ended to show the t yp i ca l r a n g e of e a c h t y p e . The P u b l i c a t i o n s C o m m i t t e e 
and the E x e c u t i v e B o a r d w i sh to thank M r . C o n v e r s e for p r e s e n t i n g the m e m ­
b e r s h i p wi th th i s helpful r e f e r e n c e m a t e r i a l . 

L e o n a r d H. Brown, E d i t o r 
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Preface 

It has been s a i d tha t t h r e e - f o u r t h s of the h i s t o r y of m a n k i n d h a s been 
w r i t t e n in flint (1:43) . * The n o n - p e r i s h a b l e n a t u r e of flint, and i t s u s e by m a n 
f r o m his e a r l i e s t beg inn ings , m a k e s it the m o s t i m p o r t a n t of a l l m a t e r i a l u s e d 
by a b o r i g i n a l p e o p l e s . Indeed, wi thout fl int , it would be u t t e r l y i m p o s s i b l e to 
t r a c e e a r l y m a n in the New Wor ld , s i n c e i t i s wi th a few e x c e p t i o n s , the only 
m a t e r i a l to have s u r v i v e d the to l l of t i m e . By s h e e r weight of n u m b e r s a lone , 
flint a r t i f a c t s m u s t be p l a c e d at t he top of the l i s t of A m e r i c a n Indian a r c h a e o ­
log ica l r e m a i n s . 

While p o s s i b l y not a s s e n s i t i v e to c u l t u r a l change as p o t t e r y , the m a n u ­
f a c t u r e of flint tools c o v e r s a t i m e span rough ly t e n t i m e s a s long as tha t of 
p o t t e r y , and r e f l e c t s e c o n o m i c and c u l t u r a l changes found in no o t h e r m a ­
t e r i a l . V a r i a t i o n s in f o r m and chipping t echn ique w e r e the r e s u l t , not of w h i m 
o r fancy on the p a r t of t he flint c r a f t s m e n , but of a need for i m p r o v i n g then 
ex i s t ing f o r m s o r invent ing new f o r m s to adap t to changes which a r o s e a s new 
c u l t u r e s w e r e e s t a b l i s h e d and old ones d i s a p p e a r e d . The pos i t i ve s a m e n e s s of 
p r o j e c t i l e and tool t ypes i n d i c a t e s the b a s i c s i m i l a r i t i e s be tween p r e h i s t o r i c 
c u l t u r e s s e p a r a t e d by h u n d r e d s of m i l e s . 

While m o s t of the i n f o r m a t i o n in th i s i s s u e is d r a w n f r o m , and b a s e d on 
a r c h a e o l o g i c a l p u b l i c a t i o n s , p r o f e s s i o n a l and a m a t e u r a l ike , t h e r e have been , 
in s o m e c a s e s , p e r s o n a l opin ions i n t r o d u c e d . T h e s e op in ions , whi le he ld to 
the m i n i m u m , a r e the r e s u l t of both the e x a m i n a t i o n of the a r t i f a c t s and c l o s e 
a s s o c i a t i o n with c o l l e c t o r s and s t u d e n t s . Many of t h e s e c o l l e c t o r s wi th w h o m 
I h a v e exchanged opinions and ideas have had y e a r s of e x p e r i e n c e with p r e h i s ­
t o r i c Indian m a t e r i a l . 

This pub l i ca t ion undoubted ly is not and cannot be the f inal w o r d on the age 
and c u l t u r a l d i s t r i b u t i o n of Ohio flint a r t i f a c t s and i s not i n t ended as s u c h . But 
it i s hoped that it wi l l benefi t t h o s e i n t e r e s t e d in a r c h a e o l o g y to the extent tha t 
i t m a y l e a d to m o r e e x t e n s i v e w o r k in the typing of Ohio flint f o r m s . 

* F i r s t n u m b e r in p a r e n t h e s e s r e f e r s to r e f e r e n c e c i t ed and the n u m b e r 
folowing the colon r e f e r s to the p a g e . See R e f e r e n c e s . 
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Chronology 

For the benefit of those not familiar with archaeological t ime periods of 
the Midwest, the following graph (2) shows the generally accepted dates of the 
beginning and ending of cultural sequences in the Ohio a rea . 
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Identification of Descriptive Terms 

BASE 

BIFURCATION 

NOTCH 

STEM 

SHOULDER. 

BLADE 

BARB 

SERRATION 

PRESSURE FLAKING 

BEVEL 

PERCUSSION FLAKIN6 

I l l u s t r a t e d is a c o m p o s i t e fl int point which con ta ins m o s t of the b a s i c 
c o m p o n e n t s found in p r o j e c t i l e po in ts and o t h e r flint t o o l s . T h e s e c o m p o n e n t s 
a r e ident i f ied by t e r m s u s u a l l y a c c e p t e d by a r c h a e o l o g i s t s and c o l l e c t o r s . 
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Fluted Points 

TIME PERIOD OR C U L T U R E . F l u t e d p o i n t s a r e a s s o c i a t e d wi th 
the F l u t e d Po in t C o m p l e x of the P a l e o - I n d i a n T r a d i t i o n o r E a r l y 
Hunt ing C u l t u r e of N o r t h A m e r i c a . Although the P a l e o - I n d i a n 

p e r i o d h a s n e v e r been s p e c i f i c a l l y da ted e a s t of the M i s s i s s i p p i , i t m a y h a v e 
begun about 11 , 500 y e a r s ago and l a s t e d un t i l about 8, 000 y e a r s ago . (3) 

INFORMATION AND DESCRIPTION. B e c a u s e of the n o m a d i c l i fe of i t s m a ­
k e r s , the f lu ted point i s one of the s c a r c e s t of a l l p r o j e c t i l e p o i n t s . It i s s e l ­
dom found in any quant i ty , with m o s t f inds c o n s i s t i n g of s c a t t e r e d and i s o l a t e d 
p i e c e s . 

As a r u l e , f lu ted po in t s a r e s u p e r b l y f laked and show a fine p r e s s u r e r e ­
touch on a l l e d g e s . The d i s t i ngu i sh ing f e a t u r e of c o u r s e is the long i tud ina l 
channe l , o r f lute , which m a y run the l eng th of the b l ade o r m a y be qui te s h o r t . 
Some s p e c i m e n s a r e f lu ted on one face only whi le o t h e r s m a y have m u l t i p l e 
f l u t e s . I n v a r i a b l y they wi l l show b a s a l and l a t e r a l g r ind ing for about o n e - t h i r d 
t h e i r l eng th . V a r i a t i o n s of th i s t ype m a y be f i s h - t a i l s h a p e d - - s o m e t i m e s 
c a l l e d C u m b e r l a n d poin ts - - o r pen t agona l in ou t l ine , but t h e s e f o r m s a r e 
s c a r c e in Ohio. 

The n a m e F o l s o m h a s s o m e t i m e s e r r o n e o u s l y been app l i ed to the e a s t e r n 
f lu ted point . Ohio s p e c i m e n s a r e undoubted ly o l d e r than the t r u e F o l s o m point 
and a r e p r a c t i c a l l y i n d i s t i n g u i s h a b l e f r o m the o l d e r Clovis point of the Wes t 
which h a s been found in a s s o c i a t i o n with the ext inc t m a m m o t h . (4) Some a r ­
c h a e o l o g i s t s d r a w a c o m p a r i s o n be tween the F o l s o m and the Clov is by s ay ing 
tha t the Clovis and e a s t e r n f lu ted poin ts a r e m o r e c r u d e l y m a d e . A c a s u a l 
look at e a s t e r n f o r m s wi l l show a c r i s p funct ional a p p e a r a n c e tha t could h a r d l y 
be c a l l e d c r u d e . (See c o v e r ) 

S I Z E . F l u t e d points r a n g e in s i z e f r o m one inch to s l i gh t ly o v e r s i x i n c h e s . 
A m a j o r i t y a r e f r o m two and one -ha l f to t h r e e i n c h e s in l eng th . (3) 

M A T E R I A L . The m a t e r i a l s u s e d to m a k e f luted points v a r y a s m u c h a s the 
l o c a t i o n s in which they a r e found. F l i n t Ridge m a t e r i a l w a s u s e d but E a r l y 
H u n t e r s s e e m e d to p r e f e r s o m e of t he fine b lack fl int found in e a s t e r n and 
s o u t h e a s t e r n Ohio. They a l s o u s e d r i v e r pebb le c h e r t and un iden t i f i ab le f l in t s , 
o r even q u a r t z i t e . An o c c a s i o n a l Ohio point m a y be m a d e of Onondaga c h e r t , 
t he New York flint which w a s so h ighly p r i z e d by the P a l e o - I n d i a n c r a f t s m e n . 
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End Scraper With Graver Spur 

TIME PERIOD OR C U L T U R E . P a l e o - I n d i a n - - F l u t e d Po in t C o m p l e x . 

INFORMATION AND DESCRIPTION. L ike m a n y tools of the P a l e o - I n d i a n 
T r a d i t i o n t h e s e s e r v e d a double u t i l i ty p u r p o s e . The beve l ed edge was u s e d 
for s c r a p i n g and the t iny s p u r w a s for i nc i s ing bone . 

T h e s e too ls w e r e u s u a l l y m a d e f r o m a th ick f lake o r p a r t of a un i f ace 
b l ade . The g rav ing s p u r i s often a t the c o r n e r of the s c r a p i n g edge . (3) 

S I Z E . About one o r two i n c h e s . 

MATERIALS. Any g r a d e of fine flint o r c h e r t found in f luted p o i n t s . 
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"Unfluted Fluted" Points 

T I M E PERIOD OR C U L T U R E . P a l e o - I n d i a n . L a t e F l u t e d Po in t C o m p l e x o r 
E a r l y P i a n o C o m p l e x . 

INFORMATION AND DESCRIPTION. T h e s e po in t s p o s s e s s n e a r l y al l the 
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s of t r u e f lu ted po in t s excep t f l u t e s . They have been found on 
s i t e s which p r o d u c e d both P a l e o - I n d i a n and P i a n o m a t e r i a l . (3) 

Al though they m a y belong in a type by t h e m s e l v e s , they a p p e a r to be f lu ted 
po in t s on which the f lut ing p r o c e s s fa i led . S ince fluting m u s t have been sub j ec t 
to a h igh d e g r e e of f a i l u r e it i s l i ke ly tha t not a l l po in ts m a d e by P a l e o - I n d i a n s 
w e r e p e r f e c t l y f lu ted. F l a w s in the m a t e r i a l o r t h i n n e s s of t he point i t s e l f 
m a y h a v e been con t r ibu t ing f a c t o r s to the a b s e n c e of f l u t e s . 

M A T E R I A L S . See f lu ted p o i n t s . 

S I Z E . See f luted p o i n t s . 
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Parallel-flaked Lanceolate Points 

TIME PERIOD OR C U L T U R E . P a l e o - I n d i a n - - P i a n o C o m p l e x . 

INFORMATION AND DESCRIPTION. L a n c e o l a t e points with c o l l a t e r a l f laking 
a r e e x t r e m e l y r a r e in Ohio. They have been r e c o r d e d only as s t r a y o r s p o r ­
adic f inds and n e v e r in a s s o c i a t i o n wi th o t h e r c u l t u r a l r e m a i n s . They a r e 
c o m p a r a b l e to A n g o s t u r a and Aga te B a s i n poin ts of the Wes t . (4 :138 ,141) 
Po in t s such as t h e s e m a y be r e l a t e d to the m o r e c o m m o n l a n c e o l a t e po in ts of 
the P i a n o Complex . (See l a n c e o l a t e p o i n t s . ) (3:20, 21) 

G r e a t c a r e was t aken by the P a l e o - I n d i a n c r a f t s m e n in shap ing t h e s e 
p o i n t s . They exhibi t the un ique t r a i t of c o l l a t e r a l p e r c u s s i o n f laking and differ 
f r o m W e s t e r n types which a r e p r e s s u r e f laked . Heavy p e r c u s s i o n f l akes which 
t e r m i n a t e in the c e n t e r of the b lade give it a m e d i a n r i d g e and a h e a v y d i a ­
m o n d - s h a p e d c r o s s - s e c t i o n . T h e s e f lakes a r e a lways in p a i r s and n e a r l y o p ­
p o s i t e each o t h e r a c r o s s the face of the b l ade . Shor t p r e s s u r e f lakes w e r e r e ­
m o v e d at the j u n c t u r e of the p e r c u s s i o n f lakes a long the edges of t he b l a d e . 
As in m o s t P a l e o types t h e s e have b a s a l and l a t e r a l g r ind ing for about o n e -
t h i r d t h e i r l eng th . 

S IZE . Mos t s p e c i m e n s a r e o v e r t h r e e i nches in l eng th and about one inch in 
width . 

M A T E R I A L . Mos t a r e m a d e of high g r a d e b lack flint of Ohio o r i g i n o r an u n ­
ident i f iab le whi te f l int . Kentucky E l k h o r n flint is a l s o known for t h i s t y p e . 
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Lanceolate Points 

T I M E PERIOD OR C U L T U R E . P i a n o - C o m p l e x . 

INFORMATION AND DESCRIPTION. L a n c e o l a t e po in ts a r e not u n c o m m o n in 
Ohio and yet s i t e s which p r o d u c e a l a r g e n u m b e r of t h e m a r e few. They a p ­
p e a r to be a d e r i v a t i v e of e a r l i e r P a l e o - I n d i a n l a n c e o l a t e po in ts and r e p r e s e n t 
a s l igh t dec l ine in fl int work ing ab i l i t y which c a m e with the change of a hunt ing 
e c o n o m y to tha t of a m o r e s e d e n t a r y e x i s t e n c e . F o r m s such as t h e s e a r e u s ­
ua l l y found with s t e m m e d l a n c e o l a t e po in ts which a r e of the s a m e p e r i o d . 
S i tes which p r o d u c e t h e s e poin ts have not been spec i f i c a l l y da t ed in Ohio; h o w ­
e v e r they a p p e a r to be of an e a r l y t i m e h o r i z o n . (5 :84-97) 

Ohio l a n c e o l a t e s a r e u s u a l l y l a r g e and show fine p e r c u s s i o n and p r e s s u r e 
ch ipping . Typ ica l p i e c e s a r e th in wi th the w i d e r p a r t of the b l ade a t about 
m i d w a y o r t w o - t h i r d s of the d i s t a n c e f r o m the b a s e to the poin t . Gr ind ing 
a long b lade edges o r the b a s e m a y o r m a y not be p r e s e n t a l though a m a j o r i t y 
show th i s t r a i t . The b a s e is s t r a i g h t o r gent ly c o n c a v e and r a r e l y convex . 
B e c a u s e of t h e i r t h i n n e s s a l a r g e n u m b e r of s u r f a c e finds a r e b r o k e n . 

S I Z E . S izes r a n g e to as long as f ive i n c h e s . S p e c i m e n s u n d e r two inches a r e 
u n u s u a l . 

M A T E R I A L . N e a r l y a lways a v a r i e t y of l oca l c h e r t o r flint was u s e d . A p ­
p a r e n t l y t h e i r m a k e r s u s e d the c l o s e s t s o u r c e of m a t e r i a l known to t h e m . 
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Stemmed Lanceolate Points 

TIME PERIOD OR C U L T U R E . P a l e o - I n d i a n - - P i a n o C o m p l e x . 

INFORMATION AND DESCRIPTION. S t e m m e d l a n c e o l a t e po in ts o c c u r , a long 
with l a n c e o l a t e po in t s , on s i t e s a t t r i b u t e d to the P i a n o C o m p l e x . (3) (5) 

Typologica l ly , t h e s e points a r e c o m p a r a b l e to Scottsbluff and Eden t y p e s . 
(4) Howeve r , Ohio e x a m p l e s s e e m to be m u c h t h i n n e r in c r o s s - s e c t i o n and 
s e l d o m d i sp l ay c o l l a t e r a l f lak ing . In s o m e c a s e s the s h o u l d e r s a r e weak and 
a r e the r e s u l t of heavy g r ind ing of the s t e m e d g e s . B a s a l and l a t e r a l g r ind ing 
is not p r e s e n t , h o w e v e r , on a l l Ohio s p e c i m e n s . Due to t h e i r t h i n n e s s m a n y 
e x a m p l e s a r e f r a g m e n t a r y and r a r e l y wil l a s u r f a c e find be u n b r o k e n . 

S I Z E . As a r u l e s t e m m e d l a n c e o l a t e po in ts t end to be f a i r l y long, u s u a l l y o v e r 
two and one-ha l f i nches and as long as s ix i n c h e s . 

MATERIALS. A low g r a d e of c h e r t i s found abundant ly in th i s t y p e . O c c a ­
s iona l ly , high qual i ty flint o r F l i n t Ridge m a t e r i a l w a s u s e d . 

- 87 -



Uniface Blades 

T I M E PERIOD OR C U L T U R E . F l u t e d Po in t C o m p l e x - - P i a n o C o m p l e x . 

INFORMATION AND DESCRIPTION. Blade m a k i n g is one of the o l d e s t of a l l 
flint w o r k i n g t e c h n i q u e s in E u r o p e (1:47), and the n u m b e r of b l a d e s found with 
P a l e o - I n d i a n a s s e m b l a g e s s e e m s to i n d i c a t e the an t iqu i ty of the c u s t o m in t h e 
New Wor ld . Uniface b l ades w e r e found on the P a r r i s h Vi l lage s i t e of K e n t u c ­
ky which con ta ined f lu ted points and o t h e r P a l e o - I n d i a n too ls (6:445) . The 
f lut ing of f lu ted poin ts i s a v a r i a t i o n of b l ade s t r i k i n g (7:475). Tools m a d e 
f r o m b lades a r e known in the A r c h a i c ( s e e haf ted shaft s c r a p e r s ) . 

B l ades a r e a lways long in p r o p o r t i o n to wid th . They m a y v a r y in t h i c k ­
n e s s , s o m e being qui te th in and o t h e r s th ick o r k e e l - s h a p e d . Long sha l low 
f lake s c a r s on the face of the b l ade a r e s c a r s of p r e v i o u s b l ades s t r u c k f r o m 
the p a r e n t c o r e and a r e n e a r l y a lways s t r u c k f r o m the s a m e d i r e c t i o n . The 
r e v e r s e , or flat s i d e , s e l d o m shows s e c o n d a r y chipping and wi l l h a v e a p e r ­
c u s s i o n bulb at one end with r a d i a t i n g r i p p l e s t o w a r d s the oppos i t e end. M a n y 
un i face b l ades have s e c o n d a r y p r e s s u r e chipping on the o b v e r s e s i d e . 

S I Z E . T r u e uni face b l ades a r e u s u a l l y o v e r two i n c h e s and m a y be o v e r f ive 
i nches long. 

M A T E R I A L S . F i n e flint of good f r a c t u r i n g qua l i ty w a s a p r e r e q u i s i t e for 
m a k i n g fine b l a d e s . 
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Transitional Points 

TIME PERIOD OR C U L T U R E . L a t e P a l e o - I n d i a n o r e a r l y A r c h a i c . 

INFORMATION OR DESCRIPTION. A p p a r e n t l y a d e r i v a t i v e of the f lu ted 
point , th i s type a p p e a r s e a r l y on s o m e s i t e s . (9:118, 119) It has a s p o r a d i c 
d i s t r i b u t i o n and l ike m a n y of t h e o l d e r types it s e l d o m is found in any c o n c e n ­
t r a t i o n . Most finds a r e of s t r a y o r i s o l a t e d p i e c e s . 

T h e s e points have e x t e n s i v e g r ind ing of the b a s e and s t e m . They a r e 
n e v e r b a r b e d ; the s h o u l d e r s m a y be s l igh t and the s t e m c r u d e l y ch ipped . 
N e a r l y a l l d i sp l ay an a t t e m p t at b a s a l th inning if not a c t u a l f lut ing. The b a s e 
m a y be s t r a i g h t but m o r e often it i s c o n c a v e . While s o m e a r e f a i r l y we l l 
m a d e , m a n y a p p e a r to be c r u d e o r p o o r l y ch ipped . 

S IZE . The m a j o r i t y fall into a s i z e r a n g e of one to t h r e e i n c h e s . 

MATERIALS. Usua l ly of a good qual i ty flint, t hey a r e s e l d o m of dull c h e r t . 
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Square Knives 

T I M E PERIOD OR C U L T U R E . P a l e o - I n d i a n . 

INFORMATION AND DESCRIPTION. Use of flint found in Ohio ' s e a r l y l a n c e ­
o l a t e points g ives us one of the few c lue s to the o r ig in of the u n u s u a l knife 
t y p e . (36:140) On s o m e , the p r e s e n c e of a f lute f r o m one o r both f aces i n d i ­
c a t e s tha t t h e s e kn ives w e r e p r o b a b l y u s e d by v e r y e a r l y c u l t u r e s . One s p e c i ­
m e n is known to have been found in t he deep l e v e l s of a Kentucky c a v e which 
y ie lded o t h e r P a l e o m a t e r i a l . (37) 

The concave and s l i gh t ly s q u a r e d end w a s u s e d as t he w o r k i n g s u r f a c e and 
is u s u a l l y v e r y s h a r p and m a y be beve l ed . Most a r e ca re fu l ly m a d e and show 
fine p r e s s u r e r e t o u c h a long t h e b l ade e d g e s . T h e r e is s o m e t i m e s b a s a l g r i n d ­
ing p r e s e n t . Some a p p e a r to be qui te b a t t e r e d on the b a s a l p o r t i o n . 

S I Z E . Most a r e o v e r t h r e e i nches in l eng th and about two i n c h e s w i d e . S p e c i ­
m e n s m u c h l a r g e r than t h o s e i l l u s t r a t e d a r e known. 

M A T E R I A L . The s a m e a s for m o s t P a l e o p o i n t s . 
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End Scrapers or Thumb Scrapers 

T I M E PERIOD OR C U L T U R E . Found in a l l t i m e p e r i o d s f r o m P a l e o - I n d i a n 
to L a t e Woodland. 

INFORMATION AND DESCRIPTION. One of the m o s t c o m m o n of a l l Indian 
t o o l s , t h u m b s c r a p e r s a r e found, wi th one v a r i a t i o n o r a n o t h e r , in p r a c t i c a l l y 
a l l c u l t u r e s . A r c h a i c s i t e s have p r o d u c e d t h e m in abundance and with t he a d ­
di t ion of a g r a v e r s p u r they a r e a d i agnos t i c a r t i f a c t of the P a l e o - I n d i a n p e r i o d 
( s e e P a l e o end s c r a p e r with g r a v e r s p u r ) . 

Many end s c r a p e r s a r e m a d e on a t r u e un i face b l ade but the m a j o r i t y a r e 
m e r e l y s h a r p e n e d f l akes of f l int . As a r u l e t h e y a r e h e a v y in c r o s s - s e c t i o n 
and the s h a r p e n e d end is n e a r l y a lways oppos i t e the bulb of p e r c u s s i o n and 
beve led away f r o m the f la t s i d e . Some m a y a p p e a r to be c r u d e l y m a d e but the 
s c r a p i n g edge i s a lways wel l f laked by p r e s s u r e r e t o u c h . 

S I Z E . Tiny one -ha l f inch p i e c e s a r e not u n u s u a l and s o m e m a y be a s long a s 
four i n c h e s . 

M A T E R I A L . They a r e m a d e f r o m any fl int o r c h e r t m a t e r i a l u s e d by the I n ­
d i an . 
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Archaic Side Notched Points 

TIME PERIOD OR CULTURE. Ear ly Archaic . 

INFORMATION AND DESCRIPTION. Points of the type i l lus t ra ted a r e found 
on a number of Archaic si tes in Tennessee and Alabama. In the shell midden 
si tes of Kentucky they a re a majority type and have been found in the lowest 
levels of the middens. (6:426) (8:384) They a re fairly common in Ohio and 
although undescribed in this state a re probably as old as in neighboring a r e a s . 

Archaic side notched points a r e near ly always well made. They a r e heavy 
in c ross - sec t ion and exhibit extensive basal grinding. The base maybe straight 
or slightly concave but never convex. Most specimens a re short and wide, and 
one variety (above right) has a base which protrudes beyond the blade edges. 
It is not unusual that they show an attempt at basal thinning. 

SIZE. Seldom a re these points over two and one-half inches or under one and 
one-half inches in length. 

MATERIAL. The use of Flint Ridge mater ia l in this type is unusual, with fine 
black flint predominating. A few may be made of tan or gray chert . 
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Hafted Shaft Scrapers 

TIME PERIOD OR C U L T U R E . P o s s i b l e E a r l y A r c h a i c . 

INFORMATION AND DESCRIPTION. L i t t l e i s known about t h e s e un ique too l s 
excep t tha t they a r e e x t r e m e l y s c a r c e and undoubted ly one of the r a r e s t of a l l 
Ohio flint tool t y p e s . T h e i r connec t ion to the E a r l y A r c h a i c i s a t t r i b u t e d to t he 
type m a t e r i a l u s e d in t h e i r m a n u f a c t u r e which c o i n c i d e s wi th m a t e r i a l s u s e d 
for o l d e r p r o j e c t i l e t y p e s . (10:125) At l e a s t for the p r e s e n t they a r e not found 
in l a t e r a s s e m b l a g e s . 

In n e a r l y a l l c a s e s t h e s e u n u s u a l t oo l s a r e m a d e on a un i face b l ade the f lat 
r i p p l e d s u r f a c e of which m a y be s e e n on the r e v e r s e s i d e . Se ldom a r e t hey 
m a d e f r o m a b r o k e n p r o j e c t i l e po in t . The s c r a p i n g s u r f a c e is a lways c o n c a v e 
and beve l ed away f r o m the f la t s i d e . The s t e m i s a lways g round and of two 
t y p e s , e i t h e r s i d e no tched o r s t e m m e d wi th a gen t ly concave end. R a r e l y i s 
t h e r e any s e c o n d a r y chipping excep t a r o u n d the s t e m and a long the s c r a p i n g 
edge . 

S I Z E . Of the s m a l l n u m b e r of e x a m p l e s known m o s t a r e in a r a n g e of two to 
t h r e e i n c h e s . 

MATERIALS. Of the s i x e x a m p l e s in t he a u t h o r ' s co l l ec t ion , two a r e of t an 
c h e r t , two a r e of F l in t Ridge m a t e r i a l , and two a r e of un iden t i f i ab le f l int . It 
a p p e a r s tha t t hey m a y be m a d e of any g r a d e of f ine flint u s e d by the A r c h a i c . 
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Fractured Base Points 

T I M E P E R I O D OR C U L T U R E . A r c h a i c . 

INFORMATION AND DESCRIPTION. F r a c t u r e d b a s e poin ts a r e found as a 
v e r y m i n o r fl int type in A r c h a i c c o l l e c t i o n s f r o m the South. B e c a u s e of i t s e x ­
t r e m e s c a r c i t y in Ohio i n f o r m a t i o n is l a ck ing , but t h e conf igura t ion i s i d e n t i c a l 
wi th t ha t on the s p e c i m e n s f r o m the South. (11) (12) 

The m e t h o d of shap ing the b a s e in t h i s type i s un ique and a p p a r e n t l y w a s 
done as fo l lows : f i r s t , t he r e m o v a l of two s m a l l f l a k e s , one f r o m each face at 
the c e n t e r of the b a s e gave t h e b a s e a s o m e w h a t b i fu r ca t ed a p p e a r a n c e ; then 
f lakes w e r e s t r u c k f r o m the c o r n e r s of t he b a s e t o w a r d s t he c e n t e r to give i t a 
f lat f r a c t u r e d s u r f a c e . In m a n y c a s e s only t iny c o r n e r no t ches w e r e m a d e 
l e av ing a v e r y s h o r t s t e m . Heavy b a s a l g r ind ing wi l l o c c a s i o n a l l y o b l i t e r a t e 
m o s t of the f r a c t u r e d s u r f a c e and m a k e the type difficult to ident i fy . N e a r l y 
a l l d i s p l a y fine w o r k m a n s h i p . Although Ohio s p e c i m e n s a r e s e l d o m b e v e l e d 
o r s e r r a t e d t h e s e c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s o c c u r m o r e often on e x a m p l e s f r o m the South. 

S I Z E . F r a c t u r e d b a s e poin ts a r e found in a wide r a n g e of s i z e s f r o m one inch 
p i e c e s to l a r g e s p e a r s . 

M A T E R I A L S . Many Ohio s p e c i m e n s a r e of F l in t Ridge flint but they m a y be 
of any c o n c e i v a b l e m a t e r i a l . 
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Corner Notched Serrated Points 

TIME PERIOD OR CULTURE. Archaic . 

INFORMATION AND DESCRIPTION. Although information and data a re a l ­
most totally lacking on this uncommon flint artifact, at least one specimen was 
found at the Archaic Barre t t Site of McLean County, Kentucky (13:23), which 
would tend to show some age for comparable Ohio examples. Other var ie t ies 
of s e r r a t ed points a r e known from many Archaic collections of Kentucky, and 
ser ra t ion seems to be an Archaic innovation. 

These points a re usually very thin, never beveled, and seldom have a 
great amount of basal grinding. One charac te r i s t i c which sets this type apar t 
from other s e r r a t ed points is the s ize and depth of the s e r r a t i ons . Extremely 
large and jagged points along the blade edges give this type an unmistakable 
appearance. Blade edges which may appear to be slightly concave may be the 
result of breakage of the se r r a t ions . As a rule the base is s traight but may be 
slightly concave or convex. It is never s temmed or side notched. 

SIZE. Most a r e of the s ize i l lust ra ted or occasionally longer. 

MATERIALS. Usually of black flint from southeastern Ohio or dull local cher t . 

- 95 -



Archaic Bevels 

TIME P E R I O D OR C U L T U R E . A r c h a i c . 

INFORMATION AND DESCRIPTION. The A r c h a i c bevel is a f a i r l y c o m m o n 
flint type and i s found o v e r m o s t of Ohio. The finding of a n u m b e r of t h e m on 
the R a i s c h - S m i t h s i t e i n d i c a t e s t h e i r connec t ion wi th the A r c h a i c p e r i o d in 
Ohio . (14:430) At wha t t i m e they m a d e t h e i r a p p e a r a n c e in the A r c h a i c i s a 
m a t t e r of c o n j e c t u r e , but it i s no tab le they o c c u r wi th po l i shed s t o n e a r t i f a c t s 
which a r e not c o m m o n l y found in e a r l y p a r t of tha t p e r i o d . 

T h e i r p r o b a b l e u s e a s too ls i s d e m o n s t r a t e d by the obvious r e s h a r p e n i n g 
of the b l ade edges on m o s t p i e c e s and m a n y have been r e - c h i p p e d to s u c h an 
ex ten t tha t t hey a p p e a r to be qui te s tubby and b lunt . N e a r l y a l l show s igns of 
h e a v y w e a r . The l a r g e and h e a v i l y g round s t e m would have s e r v e d to s u p p o r t 
a l a r g e hand le o r shaft . 

The b e v e l s , when the p i e c e i s v i ewed with the t ip downward , a r e a lways to 
the r i gh t and a s p e c i m e n with a l e f t - hand beve l is e x t r e m e l y r a r e . The s t e m 
m a y be s t r a i g h t o r s l i gh t ly concave , but the v a s t m a j o r i t y a r e of t he type i l ­
l u s t r a t e d . 

S I Z E . Se ldom a r e they o v e r t h r e e i n c h e s o r u n d e r two i n c h e s in l eng th . 

M A T E R I A L . A g r e a t v a r i e t y of m a t e r i a l s i s found with t an c h e r t and b lack 
fl int p r e d o m i n a t i n g . F l in t Ridge flint i s not u n c o m m o n . 
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Archaic Corner Notched Points 

T I M E PERIOD OR C U L T U R E . A r c h a i c . 

INFORMATION AND DESCRIPTION. Long s l e n d e r c o r n e r no tched po in t s a r e 
t he dominan t flint type f r o m the C a r l s o n Annis S i te and a r e found in a l l l e v e l s 
of the m i d d e n in v a r y i n g n u m b e r s . (15 :308-309) C o r n e r no t ched poin ts a r e 
a l s o found in l a t e r t i m e p e r i o d s in Ohio but a s a r u l e l a t e r s p e c i m e n s a r e 
s m a l l e r than t r u e A r c h a i c v a r i e t i e s . 

T h e s e a r e among s o m e of the f ine r flint w o r k of the A r c h a i c p e r i o d and 
show exce l l en t p e r c u s s i o n and p r e s s u r e f l ak ing . The b l ade is u s u a l l y th in wi th 
s l i gh t ly convex s i d e s . The s h o u l d e r s a r e a lways p r o n o u n c e d and the s t e m i s 
thin and wel l ch ipped with a s m a l l a m o u n t of g r ind ing or p o l i s h . 

S I Z E . Leng ths v a r y f r o m about two to four i n c h e s and the width is u s u a l l y 
ove r an inch and l e s s than an inch and one-ha l f . They a lways p r e s e n t a long 
n a r r o w a p p e a r a n c e . 

M A T E R I A L S . Dull c h e r t i s p r e d o m i n a n t , but a l a r g e n u m b e r a r e of high q u a l ­
i ty g l o s s y f l int . 
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Hafted Scrapers 

TIME PERIOD OR C U L T U R E . Hafted s c r a p e r s a r e found in m a n y s i z e s , 
s h a p e s , and v a r i e t i e s . They a r e f a i r l y c o m m o n A r c h a i c a r t i f a c t s . (6:430) 
The b a s e s a r e l ike t h o s e u s u a l l y found in the A r c h a i c but v a r i e t i e s o f l a t e r 
p e r i o d s a r e a l s o known. 

O c c a s i o n a l l y a haf ted s c r a p e r m a y be m a d e f r o m a un i face b l ade , and one 
s i d e wi l l show the t e l l t a l e r i p p l e d s u r f a c e of the o r i g i n a l b l a d e . H o w e v e r , m o s t 
a r e m a d e f r o m broken p r o j e c t i l e points which have been r e - s h a r p e n e d . A 
s h a r p beve l ed edge f o r m s the s c r a p i n g s u r f a c e and a c l o s e look at m a n y a p ­
p a r e n t l y b r o k e n points wi l l d i s c l o s e th i s ch ipp ing . 

A v a r i e t y of th i s type h a s a blunt edge ch ipped f r o m both s i d e s . T h e s e a r e 
c a l l e d bun t s , b lun t s , or s tunning a r r o w s . 

S I Z E . Many a r e no l o n g e r than t h r e e - q u a r t e r s of an inch . T h r e e i n c h e s i s 
about the m a x i m u m leng th . 

M A T E R I A L S . M a t e r i a l s a r e the s a m e as t h o s e u s e d for p r o j e c t i l e po in t s of 
the A r c h a i c . 
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Basal Notched Points 

TIME PERIOD OR C U L T U R E . A r c h a i c . 

INFORMATION AND DESCRIPTION. B a s a l no tched poin ts a r e e x t r e m e l y 
s c a r c e in Ohio and p o o r l y d e s c r i b e d in the l i t e r a t u r e . F o r t h e s e r e a s o n s a 
c o m p a r i s o n with s i m i l a r points f r o m o t h e r a r e a s m u s t be m a d e . F o r m s i d e n ­
t i c a l to Ohio s p e c i m e n s a r e found in the Eva F o c u s of T e n n e s s e e (16:24-25) 
and the A r c h a i c F a u l k n e r F o c u s of I l l ino is (17:fig. 95) . W h e t h e r Ohio v a r i e ­
t i e s a r e r e l a t e d to t h e s e m a y b e d e b a t a b l e but the s i m i l a r i t y i s s t r i k i n g . T h e r e 
i s a b a s a l no tched type point found in Ohio Hopewel l a l though i t h a s n o t c h e s 
which a r e m o r e d iagona l and a b a s e which is convex . A r c h a i c t y p e s s e e m 
to be l e s s deep ly no tched and m a n y e x a m p l e s a r e qui te a s y m m e t r i c a l . T h e r e 
i s s e l d o m any b a s a l g r ind ing p r e s e n t and the p i e c e m a y be c r u d e l y w o r k e d . 

S I Z E . A wide r a n g e of s i z e s i s found in th i s type f r o m one and o n e - h a l f i n c h e s 
to o v e r four i n c h e s long . 

M A T E R I A L . As a r u l e a l o w g r a d e of un iden t i f i ab le c h e r t w a s u s e d and r a r e l y 
fine f l int . 
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Concave Base Corner Notch Points 

T I M E PERIOD OR C U L T U R E . A r c h a i c . 

INFORMATION AND DESCRIPTION. In fo rma t ion on flint f o r m s such as t h e s e 
for Ohio is m e a g e r ; h o w e v e r , it i s f a i r l y s c a r c e and s p a r s e l y d i s t r i b u t e d o v e r 
m o s t of the s t a t e . Some of the excava t i ons of A r c h a i c s i t e s in the P i ckw ick 
B a s i n of the South have d i s c l o s e d points v e r y s i m i l a r to Ohio t y p e s and a p ­
p a r e n t l y they a r e qui te old t h e r e . They w e r e found at l e v e l s of s i x and s e v e n 
fee t in the t en foot s h e l l m i d d e n a t the Long B r a n c h s i t e in A l a b a m a and w e r e 
no tab ly a b s e n t in u p p e r l e v e l s which con ta ined p o t t e r y . O the r fl int t ypes w e r e 
found s c a t t e r e d th roughou t t he m i d d e n but th i s p a r t i c u l a r type s e e m s to have 
r e a c h e d i t s he igh t of p o p u l a r i t y a t about t he t i m e the mound h a d r e a c h e d o n e -
t h i r d to one-ha l f i t s f inal s i z e w h e r e they a b r u p t l y d i s a p p e a r e d . (18:195) 

B a s e s on th is type a r e a lways concave and e x t e n s i v e l y g round and a r e 
n e v e r t r u l y b i fu r ca t ed o r no tched . The b a s e h a s two rounded lobes r a t h e r than 
the a n g u l a r a p p e a r a n c e of b i fu r ca t ed b a s e p o i n t s . F r e q u e n t l y t he b lade edges 
a r e s l igh t ly convex. As a r u l e the width of t he b a s e i s about one inch r e g a r d ­
l e s s of the length of the b l ade . 

S IZE: Mos t a r e o v e r two inches and they m a y be as long as four and one -ha l f 
i nches in l eng th . 

M A T E R I A L S . Often they a r e m a d e of a dull b lack flint o r Coshoc ton m a t e r i a l . 
Dull c h e r t o r F l in t R idge flint w a s s p a r s e l y u s e d . 
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Expanding Stem Points 

TIME PERIOD OR CULTURE. Archaic . 

INFORMATION AND DESCRIPTION. The Ohio version of the Archaic r e ­
ceived a number of minor flint types from the South, one of which is the ex­
panding s tem point. Although they a re not unusual in the Kentucky shell mid­
den s i tes , they a re relat ively sca rce in Ohio. (19) They a re considered a 
sca rce flint form from the Raisch-Smith Site of Preble County, Ohio, which 
has been compared with the Archaic Indian Knoll Site of Kentucky. (14) 

Typical specimens a re large and show heavy percussion flake s c a r s with 
lit t le p r e s s u r e flaking along the blade edges. Large expansive notches, which 
leave pronounced shoulders or barbs , a re usually extensively ground. Most 
a re thick in c ross -sec t ion and all have a definite angular appearance. The 
slender s tem is usually well formed and expands towards the base . 

SIZE. Most examples of this type a re large , usually over two inches. 

MATERIAL. In many cases the mater ia l used is unidentifiable and may be of 
a poor fracturing quality, a fact which may add to its crude appearance. 
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Archaic Stemmed Points 

TIME PERIOD OR CULTURE. Archaic . 

INFORMATION AND DESCRIPTION. Large crudely made points with smal l 
i r r egu la r s tems a re represented in the collections from both the Raisch-Smith 
Site of Ohio (14;fig. 1) and the McCain Site of Indiana (20:228). Similar s t em­
med types occur in the Carlson Annis Shell Mound of Kentucky. (15:308) Al­
though their exact position in the Archaic is unknown, the Annis specimens a r e 
not present in the lowest levels of the midden but they were sti l l in vogue when 
pottery made its f i rs t appearance at the s i te . 

Nearly all of these points were made by percuss ion flaking, the s ca r s of 
which a re present on all surfaces . There is li t t le or no p r e s s u r e retouch. In 
spite of their apparent crudeness they present a fairly uniform appearance 
when viewed in a group. The s tem is usually smal l in comparison with the 
s ize of the blade and may be off-center or poorly worked. The shoulders a r e 
often rounded and may be weak and a re never barbed. Blade edges a r e convex 
and seldom straight . Due to the percuss ion flaking they a r e always heavy in 
c ross - sec t ion . 

SIZE. The i l lustrat ions represent approximate s izes . 

MATERIAL. Almost universal ly a dull chert of local origin was used. 
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Bifurcated Base Points 

T I M E P E R I O D OR C U L T U R E . A r c h a i c . 

INFORMATION AND DESCRIPTION. T h e r e a p p e a r s to be a wide v a r i a t i o n in 
po in ts with b a s a l b i fu rca t ion and the g roup a s a whole m a y r e p r e s e n t s e v e r a l 
d i s t i nc t t y p e s . Although they m a y have been popu l a r du r ing l a t e r p e r i o d s , they 
m a d e t h e i r a p p e a r a n c e e a r l y at the Rohr Rock S h e l t e r of Wes t V i rg in i a w h e r e 
they w e r e found at the l o w e s t l e v e l of occupa t ion . (20:179) B e c a u s e of the 
s m a l l s a m p l e f r o m the Rohr S h e l t e r no a t t e m p t h a s been m a d e to s e g r e g a t e 
v a r i a t i o n of the s e v e r a l t y p e s found in Ohio. 

Po in t s with b i fu r ca t ed b a s e s a r e c o m m o n in N o r t h e r n Ohio but a r e found 
in o t h e r p a r t s of t he s t a t e in v a r y i n g f r e q u e n c y of o c c u r e n c e . Mos t b i f u r c a t e d 
b a s e poin ts a r e s m a l l and th in and show fine to poo r w o r k m a n s h i p . O c c a s i o n ­
a l ly they a r e m a d e f r o m a s m a l l f lake of f l int . A n u m b e r of t he s m a l l e r ones 
d i s p l a y the unique c h a r a c t e r i s t i c of s h o u l d e r f r a c t u r i n g o r s t e m s i d e f r a c t u r ­
ing. The s p e c i m e n above , on the left, h a s both of t h e s e f e a t u r e s . 

S IZE . N e a r l y a l l a r e f r o m one-ha l f to two i n c h e s . 

MATERIALS. L o c a l c h e r t , F l in t Ridge m a t e r i a l , and m a n y o t h e r f l ints a r e 
c o m m o n . 

- 103 -



Archaic Stemmed Points 

TIME PERIOD OR CULTURE. Archaic . 

INFORMATION AND DESCRIPTION. These specimens a r e popularly called 
"heavy duty" points by collectors in Ohio. They a r e identical with the Genesee 
Points of New York which have been radiocarbon dated at about 4000 to 5000 
yea r s . (21:77) Although there has been no demonstrable connection between 
the Archaic of New York and the Ohio Archaic , the obvious s imi lar i ty of the 
two projecti le types suggests a possible affinity between the two. This is not 
a par t icular ly common type in Ohio. 

A thick and heavy c ross - sec t ion charac te r izes these points, but in spite of 
their thickness they a r e never crudely made. Invariably they show a smoothly 
rounded blade with fine percussion and p r e s s u r e chipping and a finely worked 
s tem. The shoulders a re often rounded or sloping and seldom barbed. The 
short and square s tem is near ly always heavily ground and may be slightly in­
dented at the end. 

SIZE. Usually around th ree inches; however, much l a rge r examples a re 
known. 

MATERIAL. A large number a re of black or gray flint from eas tern or south­
eas tern Ohio. Flint Ridge mater ia l or local cher t is s ca rce . 
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"Ashtabula" Points 

TIME PERIOD OR C U L T U R E . A r c h a i c . 

INFORMATION AND DESCRIPTION. The a r e a e a s t of the A l l e g h e n i e s , p a r ­
t i c u l a r l y New York and P e n n s y l v a n i a , s e e m s to be the c e n t e r of d i s p e r s a l for 
what a r e c o m m o n l y known as " A s h t a b u l a " points in Ohio . F u r t h e r ev idence of 
an e a s t e r n o r i g i n c o m e s f r o m the fac t tha t t hey a r e d i s t r i b u t e d o v e r m o s t of 
t he e a s t e r n and n o r t h e a s t e r n p o r t i o n s of Ohio. They a r e p r a c t i c a l l y unknown in 
s o u t h w e s t e r n Ohio. F o r m s r e m i n i s c e n t of the " A s h t a b u l a " m a y be found in the 
t r a n s i t i o n a l c u l t u r e s of e a s t e r n P e n n s y l v a n i a w h e r e t hey a r e c a l l e d S u s q u e ­
hanna o r P e r k i o m e n b r o a d s p e a r s . ( 2 2 : P l a t e s I, II, III) Ohio e x a m p l e s s e e m 
to be m o r e c l o s e l y r e l a t e d to the Po in t P e n i n s u l a c u l t u r e of New York . 
(23:32-33) 

S t r a igh t b l ade edges and huge n o t c h e s a r e c h a r a c t e r i s t i c and give th i s type 
a d i s t i n c t l y a n g u l a r a p p e a r a n c e . On m a n y , e s p e c i a l l y the l a r g e r o n e s , t h e r e 
i s an a s y m m e t r y of the no tch ing which g ives the p i e c e an o u t - o f - b a l a n c e ef­
fec t . The end of the s t e m is u s u a l l y s t r a i g h t o r s l igh t ly c o n c a v e . Gr ind ing of 
the no tches m a y o r m a y not be p r e s e n t . Along with the long and s l e n d e r v a ­
r i e t i e s t h e r e a r e s o m e tha t a r e e x t r e m e l y wide in p r o p o r t i o n to l eng th . 

S I Z E . Huge s p e a r s ove r s i x inches long a r e known a s we l l a s s m a l l two inch 
p o i n t s . However , t hey t e n d to be l a r g e in s i z e , u s u a l l y o v e r t h r e e i n c h e s . 

MATERIALS, Coshoc ton fl int and g r a y flint f r o m n o r t h e a s t e r n Ohio is p r e ­
d o m i n a t e . F l i n t Ridge fl int o r even Onondaga c h e r t f r o m New York is not u n ­
u s u a l . 
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Early Woodland Points 

TIME PERIOD OR CULTURE. Apparently this type came into great use dur ­
ing the Early Woodland Per iod. However, s imi la r forms a r e known in the Ar ­
chaic. 

INFORMATION AND DESCRIPTION. Project i le points such as these a r e very 
common in Ohio and may be found in near ly every collection. Although called 
Ear ly Woodland points they seem to have had their origin in late Archaic t imes . 
They a re identical in base, s tem, and shoulders , with the l a rge r pentagonal 
point, and many of these smal le r specimens a r e slightly pentagonal in outline. 
(24) 

Nearly all examples have diagonal corner notches. Seldom do they p r e ­
sent an angular appearance since the corners of the base and shoulders a re 
usually rounded. The base r a r e ly shows any grinding or polish. 

SIZE. Although l a rge r pieces a r e known, the vast majority a r e around two 
inches in length. 

MATERIAL. Because of thei r abundance, every kind of mater ia l may be found 
in this type. A large number a re of Flint Ridge flint. 
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Pentagonal 

TIME PERIOD OR CULTURE. Late Archaic - - Ear ly Woodland. 

INFORMATION AND DESCRIPTION. Pentagonal forms a re fairly s ca rce in 
Ohio and probably had their origin in the Archaic, but apparently they lasted 
into la ter per iods. They seem to have been in use in the Early Woodland cul­
tures in Ohio, but they a re also represented in the Raisch-Smith site Archaic 
collection from Preble County, Ohio. (14:430, fig. 1) 

The name pentagonal is self-explanatory and descript ive, but there have 
been attempts to re -name Ohio var ie t ies after Western pentagonal forms which 
probably have no connection in t ime or cul ture. (26:82, 83) 

Classic Ohio pentagonals a r e large , as a rule, fairly heavy in c r o s s - s e c ­
tion, and show a high degree of workmanship. Blade edges a re usually pa r a l ­
lel for about half the length of the point where they abruptly angle towards the 
t ip. There is sometimes a smal l barb at the angle of the blade. The s tem is 
always short, either s traight or gently convex, and may have little or no grind­
ing. 

SIZE. There is a wide range of s izes in this type from one and one-half inches 
to five inches, but most a re over two inches long. 

MATERIALS. All kinds of mater ia l from chert to mul t i -colored Flint Ridge 
flint were used. 
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Weak-Shouldered Stemmed Points 

TIME PERIOD OR CULTURE. Ear ly Woodland - - Adena. 

INFORMATION AND DESCRIPTION. Large points like these a re not common 
in Ohio. They may be an Archaic derivative since they invariably have heavy 
percussion flaking. Similar s temmed types were found at the F i she r Site in 
Kentucky which is re la ted to Adena. (25:54, 60, 69) 

Weak-shouldered s temmed points a re always long and narrow and dia­
mond-shaped in c ross - sec t ion when viewed from the tip of the point. The s tem 
is nearly always heavily ground and the blade edges may be quite bat tered or 
worn. Because of the heavy wear they may have been used as some sor t of 
tool or implement. The shoulders may be slight or incipiently indicated. 

SIZE. Some specimens may be as long as six inches, and near ly all a r e over 
three inches in length. They seldom a re wider than one and one-quar ter inches. 

MATERIAL. See Adena Points . 
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Adena Points 

T I M E PERIOD OR C U L T U R E . Adena . 

INFORMATION AND DESCRIPTION. Adena po in t s a r e a p r o d u c t of the f a ­
m o u s c u l t u r e which w a s n a m e d for the m o u n d on the T h o m a s Wor th ing ton e s ­
t a t e , Adena . It w a s on th i s e s t a t e , n e a r Ch i l l i co the , Ohio, t ha t W i l l i a m C. 
Mi l l s e x c a v a t e d t he o r i g i n a l Adena m o u n d in 1 9 0 1 . 

The Adena o c c u p i e d an a r e a of the Ohio R i v e r w a t e r s h e d f r o m w e s t e r n 
P e n n s y l v a n i a to Indiana and Ken tucky . R o s s County, Ohio, s e e m s to be t he 
c e n t e r of d i s s e m i n a t i o n ; h o w e v e r , t h e r e m a y have been a s t r o n g in f luence , if 
not d i r e c t o r ig in , f r o m the South. Many Adena m o u n d s a r e found in the c e n t r a l 
p o r t i o n of Kentucky a s we l l a s a long the Kanawha R i v e r in Wes t V i r g i n i a . A p ­
p a r e n t l y m a n y c u l t u r a l t r a i t s w e r e i n h e r i t e d f r o m the A r c h a i c p e o p l e s of t he 
South, one of which w a s the p r o t o t y p e of t he s t e m m e d Adena po in t . (2) 

Adena poin ts a r e found in the s t e m f o r m s i l l u s t r a t e d and a l l a r e t yp i ca l of 
e x a m p l e s found on Adena s i t e s and e x c a v a t e d f r o m Adena m o u n d s . (27 :23-35) 
The s t e m is s e l d o m po l i shed o r g round . The s h o u l d e r s m a y be weak , p r o ­
nounced , o r even b a r b e d . T r u e Adena poin ts a r e n e v e r b e v e l e d o r s e r r a t e d . 
All a r e th in and w e l l - f l a k e d by p e r c u s s i o n and p r e s s u r e . (28:122, 123) 

S IZE . N e a r l y a l l a r e o v e r two i n c h e s in l eng th . Some m a y be e x t r e m e l y l a r g e . 

M A T E R I A L . C l a s s i c Adena poin ts a r e of m o t t l e d whi te F l i n t Ridge c h a l c e ­
dony. They a r e a l s o found in a v a r i e t y of o t h e r f ine f l i n t s . 
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Adena Leaf-Shaped Blades 

TIME PERIOD OR CULTURE. Adena. 

INFORMATION AND DESCRIPTION. Leaf-shaped blades have been found in 
Adena mounds and occupational s i t es . (2:40) They have also been found in 
caches . (27:fig. 33) They a r e considered to be a cultural t ra i t of Adena. 
(2:113) 

These blades a r e usually thin and carefully chipped by percussion and 
p r e s s u r e retouch. As their name implies , they resemble a leaf in general 
outline. 

SIZE. Nearly all a r e over two and one-half inches in length. They frequently 
a re about two inches ac ross the face of the blade. 

MATERIAL. As with c lass ic Adena points, these blades a r e often made of 
mottled white Flint Ridge chalcedony. Seldom a re they made of poor quality 
mate r ia l . 
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Bottleneck Points 

TIME PERIOD OR C U L T U R E . Woodland. 

INFORMATION AND DESCRIPTION. Bot t l eneck poin ts a r e f a i r l y s c a r c e in 
Ohio and exac t c u l t u r a l aff i l ia t ion is not known. They s e e m to be a m i n o r fl int 
type a t t r i b u t a b l e to the Woodland p e r i o d . (29) They s o m e w h a t r e s e m b l e H o p e ­
wel l points a l though they a r e not a s l a r g e and a r e m u c h t h i c k e r in c r o s s - s e c ­
t ion . 

L a r g e round no t ches which c o n s t r i c t the s t e m a r e c h a r a c t e r i s t i c . The 
b a s e s and no t ches a r e h e a v i l y g round . F i n e p e r c u s s i o n and p r e s s u r e f laking 
a r e a lways evident and a l though t h e s e points a r e a lways heavy and th ick , they 
r a r e l y a r e c r u d e l y m a d e . The b l ade edges a r e a lways convex and n e v e r 
s t r a i g h t . 

S IZE. In m o s t i n s t a n c e s they a r e a r o u n d two inches long. One inch to t h r e e 
inches s e e m to be t he e x t r e m e s in s i z e . 

M A T E R I A L . F l in t Ridge m a t e r i a l p r e d o m i n a t e s , s o m e of i t of the j ewe l v a ­
r i e t y . C h e r t o r dull flint was a l s o u s e d . 
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Dovetail Points 

TIME PERIOD OR C U L T U R E . Unknown. 

INFORMATION AND DESCRIPTION. B e c a u s e of i t s c o m b i n a t i o n of fine c o l o r ­
ful flint and beautiful c r a f t s m a n s h i p , the dove ta i l is one of the m o s t p l e a s i n g of 
a l l flint a r t i f a c t s , and a l s o one of the m o s t p o p u l a r among c o l l e c t o r s . T h e r e 
is a g e n e r a l opinion among c o l l e c t o r s tha t they a r e a p r o d u c t of t he A d e n a -
Hopewel l p e r i o d a l though they have n e v e r been e x c a v a t e d f r o m b u r i a l mounds 
of t h e s e c u l t u r e s in Ohio. A type of dove ta i l h a s been found in Hopewel l m o u n d s 
of I l l i no i s . T h e i r s c a r c i t y and l ack of c u l t u r a l a s s o c i a t i o n in Ohio l e a v e t h e i r 
o r ig in s o m e w h a t of a m y s t e r y . 

T h e r e a r e a n u m b e r of v a r i a t i o n s of the type, the m o s t c o m m o n of which 
a r e i l l u s t r a t e d . Usua l ly l a r g e and wel l ch ipped by p e r c u s s i o n flaking and p r e s ­
s u r e r e touch , they a r e a lways s y m m e t r i c a l and d i sp l ay a high d e g r e e of sk i l l 
in t h e i r m a n u f a c t u r e . The b a s e is a lways h e a v i l y g round o r p o l i s h e d and the 
no t ches a r e s m a l l and f inely m a d e . One v a r i a n t h a s a s m a l l notch r e m o v e d a t 
the c e n t e r of the b a s e - - above r igh t - - but th i s v a r i a n t is m o r e often beve l ed 
o r s e r r a t e d o r both. 

S IZE . Dove ta i l s r a n g e in s i z e f r o m s m a l l two inch poin ts to l a r g e eight o r 
n ine inch s p e a r s . Some of the huge s p e a r s w e r e undoubted ly u s e d fo r o t h e r 
than u t i l i t a r i a n p u r p o s e s and m a y h a v e been c e r e m o n i a l . 

M A T E R I A L . N e a r l y a l l dove t a i l s found in Ohio a r e of f l ints of the h i g h e s t 
qua l i ty f r o m F l in t R idge . O c c a s i o n a l s p e c i m e n s m a y be m a d e of fine C o s h o c ­
ton f l int . Black flint i s r a r e l y found and dove ta i l s of c r u d e c h e r t a r e v e r y u n ­
u s u a l . 
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Hopewell Points 

TIME PERIOD OR C U L T U R E . Hopewel l c u l t u r e of t he Middle Woodland t i m e 
p e r i o d . About 500 AD to 1200 AD. 

INFORMATION AND DESCRIPTION. Hopewel l points h a v e been r e c o g n i z e d 
as a c h a r a c t e r i s t i c p r o j e c t i l e type of the g r e a t Hopewel l c u l t u r e s i n c e the e a r l y 
1 9 0 0 ' s . (30:180) They a r e n a m e d for the c u l t u r e f i r s t d e s c r i b e d by W a r r e n 
K. M o o r e h e a d f r o m his e x c a v a t i o n s , in 1892, of e a r t h w o r k s on the Hopewel l 
f ami ly f a r m n e a r Chi l l i co the , R o s s County, Ohio. Many points of th i s type 
h a v e been found in m o u n d fill and a s s o c i a t e d wi th Hopewel l b u r i a l s , and, a l ­
though f a i r l y s c a r c e , a r e found in a l l a r e a s w h e r e th i s c u l t u r e f l o u r i s h e d . A p ­
p a r e n t l y t h e r e is no p r o t o t y p e to be found in e a r l i e r m o u n d bui ld ing c u l t u r e s 
for t h e s e points and they s e e m to be p e c u l i a r to Hopewe l l . 

S y m m e t r i c a l and thin, and a lways wel l m a d e , Hopewel l points show a f ine 
combina t ion of p e r c u s s i o n and p r e s s u r e f laking. B lade edges a r e u s u a l l y c o n ­
vex and the c o r n e r no t ches a r e u s u a l l y l a r g e and e x p a n s i v e . The b a s e i s a l ­
ways convex and s e l d o m if e v e r h a s any g r ind ing . 

S IZE. T h e r e i s a wide r a n g e of s i z e s f r o m two i n c h e s to e x t r e m e l e n g t h s . 
One n ine inch s p e a r , v e r y m u c h l ike the s p e c i m e n p i c t u r e d above left , w a s 
found with a b u r i a l in the Seip mound of Ross County. (3:309) 

M A T E R I A L . Always m a d e of fine flint, m a n y a r e of m i l k y whi te F l i n t Ridge 
cha l cedony o r t r a n s l u c e n t m a t e r i a l . Indiana h o r n s t o n e m a y be p r e s e n t in s o m e 
e x a m p l e s . 
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Middle Woodland Points 

TIME PERIOD OR C U L T U R E . Middle Woodland. 

INFORMATION AND DESCRIPTION. T h e s e poin ts o c c u r in l a r g e n u m b e r s on 
s i t e s a t t r i b u t e d to the Middle Woodland o r to Hopewel l . They a p p e a r to be a 
s m a l l e r v e r s i o n of the c l a s s i c Hopewel l type , the m a i n d i f f e rence being the 
s i z e and w o r k m a n s h i p . (32:fig. 33) 

In n e a r l y a l l c a s e s the b a s e is s t r a i g h t o r s l i gh t ly convex . T h e r e is n e v e r 
any b a s a l g r ind ing . The b l ade s i d e s a r e u s u a l l y convex and s e l d o m s t r a i g h t . 
Notches a r e l a r g e and m a y l e a v e b a r b s a t the s h o u l d e r s . L a r g e p e r c u s s i o n 
f lake s c a r s a r e evident on a l l po in ts of th i s type with a m o d e r a t e amoun t of 
p r e s s u r e f laking a long the b lade e d g e s . 

S IZE . N e a r l y a l l fal l into the s i z e s i l l u s t r a t e d . Some a r e o c c a s i o n a l l y l a r g e r . 

M A T E R I A L . A g r e a t amoun t of F l in t Ridge m a t e r i a l i s found in th i s t y p e . 
Much of it is the g l o s s y m u l t i - c o l o r e d o r t r a n s l u c e n t v a r i e t y . They m a y a l s o 
be m a d e of loca l c h e r t . 
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Bladelets, or Flake Knives, and Cores 

TIME PERIOD OR C U L T U R E . Hopewel l . 

INFORMATION AND DESCRIPTION. Sma l l , f i n e l y - m a d e b l a d e l e t s a r e one of 
the m o s t e a s i l y r e c o g n i z e d Hopewe l l i an t r a i t s . (30:fig. 63) T h e s e beaut i ful 
l i t t l e too ls a r e the r e s u l t of a h igh ly r e f ined b l a d e - m a k i n g t e c h n i q u e and a r e 
found in no o t h e r c u l t u r e in c o m p a r a b l e n u m b e r s or type m a t e r i a l s u s e d . U s ­
ua l ly m a d e of m u l t i - c o l o r e d F l i n t Ridge flint, t hey a r e found on a g r e a t n u m b e r 
of s i t e s a t t r i b u t e d to Hopewel l o r Middle Woodland in Ohio. B e c a u s e of t h e i r 
e x t r e m e t h i n n e s s i t i s r a r e to find a whole o r u n b r o k e n s p e c i m e n in a c u l t i ­
v a t e d f ie ld . F l in t w o r k s h o p s i t e s on F l i n t Ridge have y ie lded b l a d e l e t s and a t ­
t endan t c o r e s by the t h o u s a n d s . (33:16-17) C o r e s a r e v e r y s c a r c e on s i t e s 
away f r o m the F l in t Ridge a r e a . 

P e r f e c t l y m a d e Hopewel l b l ade l e t s a r e a lways long, th in , and n a r r o w , and 
exhibi t t h r e e n a r r o w face t s which a r e s c a r s of p r e v i o u s p i e c e s s t r u c k f r o m the 
p a r e n t c o r e . The r e v e r s e , o r flat s i de , wi l l h a v e a t iny p e r c u s s i o n bulb a t one 
end and s l igh t r i p p l e s r a d i a t i n g t o w a r d s the oppos i t e end. Some show s e c o n ­
d a r y chipping and notching of the b a s a l end. 

Typ ica l c o r e s have a n u m b e r of f a c e t s o r s c a r s on one o r a l l s i d e s . I d e a l ­
ly, a c o r e which has been p e r f e c t l y s t r u c k on a l l s u r f a c e s would look l ike a 
s m a l l i n v e r t e d cone , the f lat s ide of which would be the point of p e r c u s s i o n o r 
t h e s t r i k i n g p l a t f o r m . (30:fig. 64) 

S IZE . A v e r a g e p i e c e s a r e be tween two and t h r e e i nches in l eng th . This n e c e s ­
s a r i l y app l i e s to b l a d e l e t s and c o r e s a l i k e . 

M A T E R I A L . P r a c t i c a l l y wi thout excep t ion , F l in t Ridge " j e w e l " flint o r m u l t i ­
c o l o r e d m a t e r i a l was u s e d , and even e x a m p l e s found h u n d r e d s of m i l e s f r o m 
F l in t Ridge a r e of th i s m a t e r i a l . 
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Late Woodland Point 

T I M E PERIOD OR C U L T U R E . L a t e Woodland, about A. D. 1000. 

INFORMATION AND DESCRIPTION. Although th i s i s only one of a n u m b e r of 
t y p e s a s s i g n e d to the L a t e Woodland pe r iod , it i s p o p u l a r l y c a l l e d a L a t e Wood­
l a n d point . (It h a s been found as a m a j o r i t y type on s i t e s which a r e of th i s c u l ­
t u r e , and is not c o n s i d e r e d s c a r c e s i n c e m a n y have been found s c a t t e r e d ove r 
Ohio, e s p e c i a l l y in the s o u t h e r n p o r t i o n . ) (34:134-135) 

The flaking t echn ique u s e d in the m a n u f a c t u r e of th i s point is a d e p a r t u r e 
f r o m the p r e d o m i n a t e s t y l e of the l a t e r t y p e s . It i s c h a r a c t e r i z e d by a n a r r o w 
and heavy a p p e a r a n c e , with l a r g e and s h o r t p r e s s u r e f lakes which give it a d e ­
c ided ly d i a m o n d - s h a p e d o r rounded c r o s s - s e c t i o n . S h o u l d e r s , for the m o s t 
p a r t , a r e s e l d o m p r o n o u n c e d b e c a u s e of the long sha l low s i d e n o t c h e s . Mos t 
e x a m p l e s have a s t r a i g h t o r s l igh t ly concave b a s e , which is o c c a s i o n a l l y 
g round o r p o l i s h e d . One v a r i e t y of t h i s type i s w i d e r , t h i n n e r , and h a s m o r e 
p e r c u s s i o n f lak ing . 

S I Z E . S izes a r e be tween one inch and two and one-ha l f i nches and m o s t a r e 
about two inches l ong . 

M A T E R I A L . In n e a r l y e v e r y c a s e a dull , d r a b , t an o r g r a y l oca l c h e r t i s u s e d 
in th i s type , or occa s iona l l y , one m a y be m a d e of b lack fl int . The u s e of F l i n t 
Ridge m a t e r i a l is v e r y u n u s u a l . 
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Fort Ancient Points 

TIME PERIOD OR C U L T U R E . M i s s i s s i p p i a n P e r i o d - - F o r t Anc i en t . 

INFORMATION AND DESCRIPTION. S e r r a t e d t r i a n g u l a r po in ts a r e found on 
n u m e r o u s F o r t Anc ien t s i t e s in s o u t h e r n Ohio . (35:120-121) They do not a p ­
p e a r to be as wide ly d i s t r i b u t e d as u n s e r r a t e d t r i a n g u l a r p o i n t s . 

F o r t Anc ien t po in ts a r e a lways long and s l e n d e r and th in . F e w a r e equa l 
s i d e d t r i a n g l e s . The b a s e m a y be s l i gh t ly rounded o r a t an ang le to the b l a d e . 
S e r r a t i o n s m a y be d e l i c a t e and m i n u t e o r o c c a s i o n a l l y r a g g e d . T h e r e is n e v e r 
any b a s a l g r i nd ing . 

S I Z E . Usua l ly f r o m one to two i n c h e s . 

M A T E R I A L . F r e q u e n t l y a b e t t e r qua l i ty flint was u s e d t han is found in p l a in 
t r i a n g u l a r p o i n t s . 
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Triangular Points 

TIME PERIOD OR C U L T U R E . M i s s i s s i p p i a n P e r i o d - - F o r t Anc ien t and 
E r i e . 

INFORMATION AND DESCRIPTION. The t r i a n g u l a r point is one of the be s t 
known of a l l f l int t ypes and i s found a l m o s t u n i v e r s a l l y in l a t e c u l t u r e s o v e r 
the e a s t e r n p a r t of the Uni ted S t a t e s . (32:fig. 35) A g r e a t m a n y c a m p and 
v i l l a g e s i t e s have y ie lded t r i a n g u l a r p o i n t s . (35:120-121) N e e d l e s s to say , 
t hey a r e c o m m o n in Ohio and one of the e a s i e s t types to r e c o g n i z e b e c a u s e of 
t h e i r un ique s h a p e . They a r e s o m e t i m e s c a l l e d " w a r " points by c o l l e c t o r s . 

T r i a n g u l a r points a r e n e a r l y a lways e x t r e m e l y th in and wel l ch ipped . They 
m a y be long and s l e n d e r o r p e r f e c t , equal s i d e d t r i a n g l e s . T h e r e is n e v e r any 
g r ind ing o r po l i sh on the e d g e s . 

S I Z E . E x a m p l e s o v e r two inches a r e not c o m m o n . Some a r e l e s s than o n e -
half inch . The a v e r a g e s i z e i s about one and o n e - q u a r t e r i n c h e s . 

M A T E R I A L . The g r e a t m a j o r i t y of t r i a n g u l a r po in ts a r e m a d e of t an o r g r a y 
c h e r t . Black flint w a s o c c a s i o n a l l y u s e d . F l in t Ridge flint i s u n u s u a l l y r a r e 
in th i s t ype . 

- 118 -



Flint Knives 

TIME PERIOD OR C U L T U R E . A r c h a i c to L a t e Woodland. 

INFORMATION AND DESCRIPTION. F l i n t kn ives a r e found in n e a r l y a l l c u l ­
t u r e s f r o m the beginning of the A r c h a i c (38:21) to the L a t e Woodland p e r i o d . 
(32:f igs . 29, 31 , 34) They w e r e u s e d for cut t ing and s c r a p i n g and w e r e not 
haf ted . They v a r y g r e a t l y in s i z e and f o r m . 

Most flint kn ives a r e p e a r - s h a p e d in out l ine and show a wide v a r i a t i o n in 
w o r k m a n s h i p . S o m e a r e f inely m a d e and d i s p l a y a high d e g r e e of w o r k m a n ­
sh ip , whi le o t h e r s a p p e a r to be c r u d e and p o o r l y m a d e . In m o s t c a s e s t he 
b lade edges a r e ch ipped by p r e s s u r e f laking. Some s p e c i m e n s have only one 
f inely chipped b lade edge with a def ini te smoo th ing o r po l i sh on the o p p o s i t e 
edge . 

The s p e c i m e n i l l u s t r a t e d above r igh t i s of a type n o r m a l l y found with F o r t 
Ancient m a t e r i a l and is s o m e t i m e s c a l l e d a F o r t Anc ien t Knife. (39:122) 
C h a r a c t e r i s t i c a l l y it has an a n g u l a r a p p e a r a n c e with def in i te s q u a r e d s h o u l d e r s . 

S IZE. S izes v a r y f r o m s m a l l two inch e x a m p l e s to s o m e which a r e e x t r e m e l y 
l a r g e . 

MATERIALS. Any v a r i e t y of flint o r c h e r t . 
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Drills 

TIME PERIOD OR CULTURE. Paleo, Archaic, Woodland, 

INFORMATION AND DESCRIPTION. Drills a re known in the Piano Complex 
(3:fig. 22), the Archaic (38:fig. 11), and the Woodland period (32:fig. 32). 
They were used for drilling, reaming, and perforating. Some were undoubtedly 
hafted while others were probably held in the fingers. 

Some of the more common forms of bases can be seen in the i l lus t ra t ions; 
however, they may have an infinite number of shapes. As a rule, the point is 
long and slender and may show heavy wear . When viewed from the tip of the 
point, the blade is usually square-shaped or diamond-shaped in c ross - sec t ion . 
A great many are broken when found. 

SIZE. Drills from one to six inches in length a re known. 

MATERIAL. Any mater ia l used by the Indian. 
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