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I am delighted to have the opportunity to be your 
Commencement speaker. I am aware that some of you might have 
preferred to hear the President of the United states, or, 
perhaps, Barbara Bush. Others probably were hoping f o r B i l l 
Cosby, and s t i l l others might wish your Commencement speaker was 
that notable underachiever, Bart Simpson! 

More than l i k e l y , a few years from now, you won't remember 
who i t was anyway. I must be honest with you that while my 
undergraduate Commencement day was, indeed, memorable, I don't 
remember the name of the person who spoke at that ceremony. 
And yet here I am, more than t h i r t y years l a t e r , charged with the 
duty of being your Commencement speaker. I am sure that most of 
you at t h i s moment don't care who i s d e l i v e r i n g the required 
commencement speech — j u s t so long as i t i s short! I t w i l l be. 

Today i s a memorable occasion i n the l i f e of our great 
Uni v e r s i t y as we recognize your achievements and re a f f i r m our 
purposes. This also i s a memorable day for each of the graduates 
— a r i t e of passage. 

As graduates, over the l a s t few weeks, you have no doubt 
been t h i n k i n g about the past — your f i r s t day at the Unive r s i t y , 
the long l i n e s , the good friends you have made, the spe c i a l 
f a c u l t y members who have encouraged you along the way — and, 
perhaps, a few who have nearly kept you from being here! 

And, while graduation day i s a time f o r r e f l e c t i o n , so too 
i s i t a time to look ahead. Today, I want to focus on the 
future. 

You are graduating at an incr e d i b l y e x c i t i n g time. Whatever 
your f i e l d of study, graduate or undergraduate degree, age, or 
country of o r i g i n , a l l of you w i l l see and be a part of some 
extraordinary events. 

Who can imagine what l i e s ahead? Consider for a moment the 
changes we have seen during t h i s past year. Who could have 
predicted j u s t l a s t f a l l , as you were beginning your l a s t year at 
Ohio State, the changes that would take place i n Eastern Europe 
or i n Af r i c a ? That Nelson Mandela would walk out of prison, that 
the B a l t i c States would clamor for independence, that the B e r l i n 
w a l l would crumble? Who could imagine that we would have Teenage 
Mutant Ni n j a Turtles? 
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The pace of change i s f a s t , and i t s implications enormous. 

What w i l l the future hold f o r you? During my l i f e t i m e , the 
l i f e t i m e s of my parents and grandparents, there has been c o n f l i c t 
i n Europe. Now we are witnessing i n Europe the development of a 
common currency, common passports, an enormously important 
economic conaaunity, and the opening of the Warsaw Pact countries 
to our ideas of freedom and democracy, with the easing of 
tensions between east and west, our global focus w i l l perhaps 
s h i f t to c o n f l i c t s between north and south. And maybe — j u s t 
maybe — during the nest few decades, we w i l l be challenged to 
manage peace. 

Moreover, I have no doubt that as we usher i n the 21st 
century, we w i l l move dramatically closer to solving the r i d d l e s 
of the heavens, the creation of our universe, the mysteries of 
our species, and the fundamentals of matter. The future, indeed, 
w i l l be f i l l e d with challenges and with opportunities — 
great opportunities. 

But your r o l e as an educated person i s not to t r y to p r e d i c t 
the future. As the French author Saint-Exupery said i n The  
Wisdom of the Sands. "As for the future, your task i s not to 
foresee i t , but to enable i t . " You cannot predict what w i l l 
happen. But as an educated person, you can make things happen. 

What i s ahead? The only certainty i s change. And those who 
w i l l succeed i n the future w i l l be leaders who are comfortable 
with ambiguity, with disorder- The tolerance for ambiguity w i l l 
be a strength f o r the future and i s a hallmark of the educated 
person. 

The greatest g i f t of your Ohio State education i s arming you 
with the s k i l l s to engage i n a l i f e l o n g pursuit of knowledge, and 
i n s p i r i n g you to use these s k i l l s . Too often, students enter the 
classroom expecting to f i n d answers. And yet, given the sweep of 
change over the l a s t century, to give our students only today' s 
answers i s to severely handicap them for the future. 

A. good teacher challenges students with contradictions more 
than c e r t a i n t i e s , with dilemmas rather than dogmas. Here at Ohio 
State, you have not received a l l of the answers. In f a c t , i f our 
f a c u l t y have t r u l y succeeded, today you have mora questions than 
answers. 

Your u n i v e r s i t y education at a l l l e v e l s , but p a r t i c u l a r l y 
your undergraduate education, has given you, we hope, the 
fundamental s k i l l s f o r l i f e , the s k i l l s needed to deal with a 
changing, d i s o r d e r l y , ambiguous world: the a b i l i t y to 
communicate, to reason, to analyze and to integrate material. 
You have learned to f i n d and use information. You are capable of 
making c r i t i c a l judgments and acting e t h i c a l l y on new 
information. You have learned to organize your ideas and 
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communicate them. You have tested the Limits of your knowledge 
and continue to seek connections that expand our human p o t e n t i a l . 

Such c a p a b i l i t i e s w i l l prepare you f o r the uncertain future. 
And as educated women and men, you must not be content to pre d i c t 
the future. Your r e s p o n s i b i l i t y i s to shape i t . Indeed, the 
ward "education"' i s derived from the Latin "educere," which means 
"to lead out." I t i s your opportunity and your duty to lead our 
society i n t e l l e c t u a l l y and morally into the next century. 

And t r u l y , there i s no l i m i t to what you can do. Just as 
educated women and men i n times gone by have conquered geographic 
f r o n t i e r s , and l a t e r conquered some of the f r o n t i e r s of space, so 
too can you conquer the modern fr o n t i e r s of technology, of 
science, and of the human condition. I challenge you, above a l l , 
to do the great things, not the ordinary or the easy. 

Everyday each of us hears too many naysayers and c r i t i c s who 
quic k l y t e l l us what i s wrong i n our world and why something can 
not be done. I challenge you to seek greatness and to accept the 
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y f o r addressing today's concerns by thin k i n g about 
tomorrow. 

When the development of a superconducting su p e r c o l l i d e r i s 
discussed across t h i s nation, c r i t i c s frequently question the 
value of such an expensive s c i e n t i f i c undertaking. These debates 
remind me of the discussions surrounding the ea r l y days of the 
U.S. space program. President John F. Kennedy summarized our 
goals f o r the space program i n his 1962 State of the Union 
Address as follows: 

Our aim i s not simply to be f i r s t on the moon, 
any more than Charles Lindbergh's r e a l aim was 
to be the f i r s t to Paris. His aim was to develop 
the techniques of our own country and other countries, 
i n the f i e l d of a i r and the atmosphere, and our 
abjective i n making t h i s e f f o r t , which we hope w i l l 
place one of our c i t i z e n s on the moon, i s to develop i n 
a new f r o n t i e r of science, commerce and cooperation, 
the p o s i t i o n of the United States and the free world. 

The benefits derived from the space program are many, some 
as important as increasing our understanding of the atmosphere 
and others as p r a c t i c a l as Velcro and Teflon. 3y accepting the 
la r g e r challenge of putting an American on the moon, we received 
benefits t h a t were unimaginable at the time. In most cases, the 
greatest: advances are those which are unplanned and 
unant i c i p a t ed. 
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Kennedy went on to observe: 

We choose to go to the moon i n t h i s decade and do 
the other things, not because they are easy, but 
because they are hard, because that goal w i l l serve to 
organize and measure the best of our energies and 
s k i l l s , because that challenge i s one we are w i l l i n g to 
accept. . . . 

As an educated person, well prepared by your Ohio State 
experience, you must, I believe, continue seeking answers, even 
though we know that the answers w i l l at times be unnerving and 
often w i l l be unexpected. You must pursue answers even when that 
p u r s u i t i n e v i t a b l y w i l l give r i s e to many more questions. This 
i s the nature of becoming educated — i n t e l l e c t u a l c u r i o s i t y and 
the w i l l i n g n e s s to keep asking questions. 

Furthermore, you should continue to seek the answers to the 
most challenging questions of our day. The a r c h i t e c t and c i t y 
planner, Daniel Burnham, said, "Make no l i t t l e plans; they have 
no magic to s t i r [our]. . . blood and probably themselves w i l l 
not be r e a l i s e d . Make big plans; aim high i n hope and work." 

I charge you, as the leaders of the ea r l y 21st century, to 
accept the b i g projects and embrace the l a r g e r challenges. Not 
because they w i l l be easy — they w i l l not. But because i n so 
doing, you w i l l shape a future for yourselves and f o r a l l 
humankind that i s t r u l y bright. 

Again, congratulations and best wishes i n the pursuit of b i g 
plans and great endeavors-

Thank you. 


